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Pbobate Reports Annotated : Containing Recent Cases of General Value 
Decided in the Courts of the Several States on Points of Probate Law. 
With notes and references. By Frank S. Rice, Counsellor at Law, author 
of "American Probate Law" and "Civil and Criminal Evidence." Vol I. 
Baker, Voorhis & Company, New York. 
Each volume of this valuable series contains about one hundred recent 
cases from the courts of last resort in the various States. These cases 
are carefully selected by an expert in probate law and each volume contains 
valuable monographic notes. The volumes appear about one each year. 
The importance of such a series will be readily recognized when it is con- 
sidered that each year millions upon millions of dollars pass under the 
absolute control of probate jurisdiction in this country. This fact makes 
Probate Reports Annotated a most timely and useful work. What the 
modern lawyer in the multitude of his duties needs is to have in conden- 
sed form the authorities upon the subject under investigation. Vol. I con- 
tains monographic notes of the following subjects: General Doctrine of 
Estates Tail; Impeachment of Witnesses; Probate Jurisdiction; Undue 
Influence; Sale of Decedent's Property by Executor or Administrator ; 
On Succession Taxes; On Depositions; The Doctrine of Charitable Trusts; 
Executory Devises ; The Doctrine by Cy Pres ; Monomania as Affecting Tes- 
tamentary Capacity; On the Rule in Shelly's Case; Nature and Scope 
of the Doctrine of Perpetuities; Matters of Pedigree; Presump- 
tion that Property is Community; Title by Escheat; Liability of 
Executor for Attorney's Fees; Legitimation of Bastard by Subsequent Mar- 
riage of Parents; On the Construction and Interpretation of Wills; Title, 
by Prescription — Adverse Possession ; Ancestral Property ; Implied Trusts ; 
Principal and Ancillary Jurisdiction, How Far Independent; Doctrine of 
Election Examined ; Parol Evidence in Relation to Ambiguities ; Conditions 
Accompanying a Devise — Liability of the Devisee; On Remainders; When 
Damages will be Deemed Excessive; Doctrine of Equitable Conversion Ex- 
amined; Continuance of Partnership; On Advancements. 



L. R. A. Cases as Authorities. Applied, Developed, Strengthened, Limited, or 
in any way affected by later decisions that have cited these cases as pre- 
cedents. Vol. 2. The Lawyers' Co-operative Publishing Company, Roches- 
ter, New York : 1905. $5.50 per volume. 
In our review of the first volume of this most useful series we ex- 
pressed the hope that some industrious Virginia lawyer would compile a 
history of the Virginia cases so that their value might be ascertained with- 
out laborious research. The fact that a lawyer can now find an authority 
on either side of any proposition of law makes it manifestly of vital import- 
ance to be able to ascertain the value of cases cited as authority. This 
can only be done by tracing the history of the case. Some cases will be 
found to have been repeatedly approved by the courts of many jurisdic- 
tions, while other cases will be found to be disapproved or questioned. By 
consulting "L. R. A. Cases as Authorities" one can find just what has 



